ESSAY PROMPT 1 NOVEMBER 2025

Julio and Andrew got married 6 years ago. Andrew recently let Julio know that he wants a
divorce. Julio is not happy about the divorce, but he understands and agrees that it is probably
for the best. Julio has come to you for advice concerning the parties’ financial situation.

When they got married, Julio was just starting college, and Andrew was working as a mechanic.
Julio graduated from college two years ago and now works as a paralegal.

When he went to college, Julio had a scholarship that helped reduce his tuition costs, but he
also took on student loans to pay for the rest of his tuition and living expenses while he was in
school. All of his student loans were taken out while the parties were married. Currently, he
owes a total of $100,000 in student loans, of which $60,000 was used for tuition and $40,000
was used to help pay living expenses while he was in college.

After they got married, the parties took out a joint credit card, which they used to pay for a few
vacations and other joint purchases. The balance of the credit card is $5,000. Each of them has
a personal, premarital credit card, but neither of those cards carries a balance.

Andrew has a pick-up truck that is titled in his own name. He purchased it used before the
parties got married. Julio had a car before the parties got married, but it was totaled in an
accident while he was still in college. The parties agreed that Julio needed his own vehicle to
get to and from classes, but while he was in college, he had a difficult time qualifying for a loan.
Andrew co-signed on a loan with him so he could buy a new car. Julio’s car is three years old,
and he still owes $15,000 for the car, which should be paid off in another two years. Now that
he is working, he can afford the car payments on his salary.

The parties rent an apartment for $1,500 per month, and they have nine months left on their
current lease. Both of their names are on the lease.

The parties do not have any other significant assets or savings.
Please answer the following questions for Julio and explain your answer for each:

1) Can Andrew be ordered to help pay back any of Julio’s student loans?
2) What options can the court order to handle the joint credit card?
3) Will Julio be ordered to sell his car?

4) If Andrew stays in the apartment and Julio moves out, can Julio be ordered to pay half
the rent on the apartment through the lease term?
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